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Abstract: International organization is a relatively new practice of the functioning of societies around the
globe. Both as a practice and as a defined idea, it appears relatively late in history. Although various
forms of wider organization of some societies (states) in temporary unions are also noticed in ancient
civilizations, yet this is not the essence of this phenomenon in the contemporary meaning of the word.
Ancient communities were of a military nature. Unions of some against others were formed for military
needs and as soon as wars ended, such unions disbanded.
However, the development of capitalism even in modern times strongly imposed mutual
dependence on the world. Such state of affairs gave the interaction process regional and international
proportions, despite old autarkic tendencies. States were necessarily oriented towards mutual cooperation
and common solutions to the problems of the region and the wider international community.
This need and practice actualized the question about the ways, means and forms through which
they can respond to the new challenges of mutual life in the vast expanses of the world stage and human
creation. The answers to this were the first manifestations of international organization in all spheres of
social practice. These first efforts will later rise to the level of regular and well-known phenomena in the
realization of processes and international relations, known as international organizations.
Nowadays, international organizations are necessary mechanisms for the realization of
international life in all its aspects, both regionally and globally. Their functioning showed that, with them,
the world has instruments for solving the most subtle and complex regional and world problems.
Globalization only emphasizes their position and power in contemporary life.

1. The idea off the need for international organizations
1.1 Theoretical thoughts

The idea of the need for the international organizations is early, yet it remains relevant
especially with the change that was made in historical practice in the period of the first genesis of
the capitalist mode of the production and the new social order. Although this view and practice
has become very evident over the last two centuries, views on the possibilities of organized
international cooperation, primarily on the field of securing world peace, are encountered by
several authors of the scientific renaissance period. This idea later from the issue of peace will be
further expanded in the social space to be imposed today for the most important problems of the
world development.1 Since 1964 William Penn publishes his work Essay toward the Present and
Future Peace of Europe. At the beginning of the next century Abbe de Saint-Pierre, submits his
plan of Perpetual Peace to the rulers and philosophers of Europe. Both acts propose the
establishment of a parliament or general assembly that would resolve disputes by a 2/3 majority
of the total number of votes, with the existence of collective sanctions for the disobedient,
including military force. Saint-Pierre thought that peace would create conditions for faster
prosperity for all and proposed the establishment of several mechanisms which would enable
cooperation in the field of commercial law, the adaption of units of measurements and monetary
systems. In critiques of Saint- Pierre proposal, Jean-Jacques Rosseau stresses that the level of
violence in military sanctions is likely to be higher than in limited wars, which he considered
necessary in the maintaining the balance of power between sovereign states. 2
When thinking about peace plans, Emanuel Kant gives a category which derives from
complex human habits and which includes selfishness and desire to win, but also wisdom
(reason).3 Reason imposes the discipline which the selfish side of human nature keeps in balance.
One is willing to give up political anarchy in favor of accepting law and order, precisely because
of the existence of discipline which imposes reason. Kant in 1795 writes of world society in the
form of republic-states as ideal models of peace. It is less likely that despotic rulers would affirm
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peace. Kant in 1795 writes of world society in the form of republic-states as ideal models of
peace. The basic elements of Kant’s plan include the existence open federations for voluntary
membership of each state; dispute resolution congress; non-existence of permanent military
power; the impossibility of territorial changes to which it would have come by occupation ,
inheritance or acquisition; inability to borrow for external needs; non-interference of the state in
the internal affairs of another state; the right to self-determination; the right to world citizenship
for all persons and freedom of movement through states which would be established I the
universal law of hospitality.4
The American William Ladd in his work Essay on a Congress of Nations of 1840, talks
about the establishment of a Congress of Nations and Court of Nations with legislative and
judicial powers, through the development and implementation of international law. The
Congress, would be composed of ambassadors, would have unanimously passed laws in the form
of an agreement. The Court would have considered cases brought by both parties to the dispute
and applied the principle of international law, if any, or the principles of fairness and justice.
According to Ladd, this content has no executive powers because it was believed that public
opinion is enough guarantee for the execution of acceptable decisions. Ladd was striving for the
release of permanent military machinery. According to the rule he claimed that people respect
the law mostly because of public opinion, not because of coercion. 5
However, the result of these ideas in the practice of governance has been neglected. The
increase in the number of international institutions came during the XIX and XX century. The
development of international organizations was slow for several reasons. The strengthening of
state power, rivalry through wars and colonial conquests as well as intensity were the
characteristics of the XVII -XVIII centuries.
philosophies

which

emphasized

These tendencies were complemented by

individualism.

Implemented

in

states,

emphasizing

individualism as a rule is more appropriate for reinforcing rivalry than cooperation.
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2. Early attempts for international organization
2.1 Empirical thoughts
The reaction to the danger posed by Napoleon for the European system in that time,
represents an important moment for the development of international organizations. The great
and medium sized European powers, acting alone or together with the ad hoc alliances formed,
failed to destroy or defeat Napeleon. Because of this, Great Britain, Russia, Prussia and AustriaHungary were forced to form a coalition. Within the coalition these states had joined forces and
coordinated their strategic responses to Napoleon’s advance. This coalition has introduced the
concept of collective security which will later be incorporated into the League of Nations
Covenant and the Charter of United Nations. Immediately after the defeat of Napoleon in 1815,
the coalition included France in the organized European leadership and world structures by the
great powers. Thus, the Concept given for Europe has resulted in several conferences in which
the governments of the countries involved, have attempted to manage potential crises and
conflict situations, as well as to legitimize the use of military force to maintain conservative
order in the post- Napoleonic Europe. In addition, agreements were concluded on trade and
economic cooperation in Central Europe, such as the establishment of a body which had the task
of regulating the issues of navigation on the rivers Elbe and Rhine ( in 1821 respectively 1831).6
In some areas the transition time from the XIX century to the XX century is a period of
creation, but also achieving practical affirmation of international organizations and codification
of international law. The economical- technical development from the middle of XIX century
imposed on states the need and interest in regulating bilateral relations with the application of
international law.7 It is precisely a phenomenon of a large number of issues which states could
no longer resolve independently but were obliged to cooperate within the international
community.

Bilateral international agreements could no longer satisfy the ever-increasing

needs of nations. Because of this, states, as subjects of international law, reinforced the practice
of concluding multilateral international agreements.8 In this way the use of international law in
the regulation of interstate relations was expanded. The implementations of provisions of these
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agreements have strongly caused the formation of international organizations with the help of
which this implementation has been facilitated. 9

3. The first international organizations and world security
3.1 Organization of World Order

The first international organizations were born as a reflection new practice and quality in
international relations. This is the period of XIX century when the states open to each other and
the greatest cooperation between them begins. We have such first attempts in the must current
activities of that time in the international community. Then the International Telecommunication
Union was formed in 1865, The Universal Postal Union in 1874, The International Bureau of
Weights and Measures in 1875, the International Union for the Protection of Industrial
Propertyin 1883, the International Union for The Protection of Literary and Artistic Works in
1886, International Union for the Proclamation of Custom Tariffs 1890 and Central Office for
International Rail Traffic 1890. These organization were the first permanent international
organizations. First of all, in their activity, the non-political sphere of their mutual
communication in the international community is present.10
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The first international organization with the universal dimension and general world competencies
in all spheres of social life (economic, social, political) was the League of Nations, formed in
1919 after the end of the First World War. In fact, the League Charter has been an integral part
of the Versailles peace agreement. The League of Nations has aimed to strengthen international
peace and security in the world.11 Formed in the light of the catastrophic consequence of the First
World War, the League should have been in a position to prevent wars and aggressions, but it did
not have the appropriate mechanism available for this purpose. The outbreak of World War II
practically marked the end of this international organization.
The period after World War II is characterized by an intensive strengthening of the
process of globalization, with which international organizations gain even greater specific weight
in the functioning of the world order. The integrative powers of the world are strengthened,
11
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while telecommunication and transport technologies are intertwined and become a tool and
network for economic, financial and commercial activities at the planetary level. The Internet,
CNN and MTV contributed to unequal equal contact among the society but still stronger global
contact between people. Ideas and knowledge are becoming more and more global, and people
are more drawn into politics and the reality of the social and cultural world. At the same time, the
“problems” are becoming global: environmental pollution and degradation, global migration and
emigration, more and more weapons of mass destruction, migrants and asylum seekers as a result
of political and social events in many countries with conflict, violence and injustice. All these
forces and tendencies go beyond individual borders of states and lead to the conclusion that they
can be managed only by using global ways and mechanisms. This is the field of action and
responsibility of international organizations. Their growth is evident – today over 200 countries
are members of UN, 25 of which or 14% of the total number were born after 1990.

4. Conclusio

The international organization is not presented as supranational or supranational creation
which can make decisions against the will of the member states of the organization. But it would
be wrong to conclude that joint action and decisions agreed and taken jointly are exclusively a
summary and expression of the will of the member states and that in them there are no great
opportunities for different actions of the subjects. International organizations are a complex and
multidimensional phenomenon of contemporary society. From this fact derive two consequences
during the attempt for closer research as well as the discovery of their essence: first, their
complex and multidimensional character and nature presupposes the commitment of more
scientific disciplines. The multidisciplinary approach to the “international organization”
phenomenon makes the scientific endeavour long and difficult; second, this nature of
international organizations complicates the very effort to learn their essence and to set the
boundaries of their importance and social impact.
However, scientific perseverance tends to overcome both difficulties and provide data based
on which international organizations with their depths and dimensions will become known in the
social reality. In this regard, the opinions of the most authors who deal with the problems of
international organizations and forms of their manifestation and functioning are also interesting.

World practice is also evidence of contrary behaviour of certain entities from those contained
in the agreement. However, the same practice shows that additional efforts are needed and
measures that would further strengthen the mechanisms of cooperation and specific creation for
decision- making would increase the degree of compliance of the will of all entities and at the
same time, the joint activity of the members of international organizations would achieve mutual
benefit which would be obvious. In this way, international organizations are imposed as
unsurpassed creators of an efficient and quality system of international relations.
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